iy OUT  CRIME’'S CANGE

The History of the Most Sin-Stained Section in Greater New 2ork, W hich Is

ITH wiping out that sewer of aln,
W s“Murderers' Alley,"" the lower
west side szctlon of the city will

weve been entirely sidden of slums,
Nowhere else In the clvllized world 1s
ﬂxéﬁ such o cesspool of sln and crime as
this polsome “‘hole-ln-the-wall” The
bulldings throngh which It passes, as well
18 those which surround it, are rookerles.
‘hey were ergeted more than balf a cen-
ary ngo, and thelr existence was a menace

‘fe, to health and to properiy.

cing the olyil war, when fogltive slaves
+ to New York In large numbers, ths
wes known as *Nigger Alley.” When
draft riots cceurred in 1563 the alley
s crowded with negroes, a faw of whom
+ natives of this city, but most of them
runaway siaves The riots and the
1gs which occurred In the few dars
iwob law roled 4ld much to reduce the
don of the borrible bunch of bulld-
Bo@ythe places of those who went
&= taken by ao even viler set of

& @& Fest-House, a Fire Trap, a Gtiminal's Pafadise”
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Out of Existence, Written by INSPECTOR BYRNES.

negro men and women. Robbery, nmait.]
murder ran rampant [n this outlaw &ce-.
tion.

It 1s a fact and ¢ne which stulents of
arlime werp never able to give a completeiy
satlefnctory reason for, that the fugltiye
alaves were morg eruel, more vindletive and
more murderous In thelr inclinations than
were the negroes who had puen brodght up
in New York. One would think that com-
Ing, as the runaways dld, from settlements
wherg every man gnd woman knew every
other man and woman for miles nbout, that
they wounld not possess an overpowering
tendency to warlay, to plilage and to mur-
der, '

But theorles were set at nanght by facts.
0Old Captaln John MeCollagh was In
charge of the Higlith Frecinet, which stood
at Prince nod Wooster streets. I was In
charge of the Fifteenth Precinect, in Mer-
cer street, the patrol llnes of precinet ad-
jolning those of bis on the porth. I remem-
ber wery well his telllng me a murder
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Last of a Famous Landmatk of Grime.
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One of the old-time slums of New TYork iz to be aradicated.
“Murderer's Allep,” which runshrough a network of rookeries from
Bullivan to Thaompson streets, about midway belween Grand and
Broome sireets, 48 to be made a continuation of Walts street, go {hat
that thoroughfare will connect two pulsating artevics of trafie—Weat
Broadwcay and West street.

Eax-Buperintendent of Police Byrnes, whose knoicledge of erime
and criminals {8 surpassed by no one, hag written a special article
about the noisome afley for the Sunday

Journal.
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which had occurred there about 1872 or '73.
A blg, muscular, raw-boned negro named
Jim Jockson and Jknown as “Blg Jim" was
nceused of having wurdered a white woman
who had veluntarlly abandoned her white
huosband and two children and gone to live
with the negro In the nlley. Jackson es:
caped bLeforg the police were notifled of
the erlms. It was afterward found that
he had hidden himself In 2 cesspool, from
which unplessant prison he escaped to a
basement on what was then Laurens sireet
It sobsequently hecame Howth Fifth ave
nup and ls oow West Broadwny.

The man was traced by some very shrewd
work °"‘. the part of Patrolmnn Eenney,
who was then deing duoty under MeCul-
Ingh, snd who s now a sergeant in the
same grerulnct. He notlced that a woman
who was sald to bave caused the row be-
tween Jackson and his white consort went
to this bulldlag, ecarrving baskets of food,
at least once every day. He argued that
where she went “Blg Jim' was sure to be,
and he communieated his susplelons to his
coptain, A rigid senreh of tae place led
to. the discovery of the negro’s hiding
pleee,.  But while the police were forecing
thelt way to him the hunted man endeav-
ored to cheat the inw by cutilng his
thront, Hlis life was saved, however, hath
then and when he svas put to {rial for the
murder, the jury in the cuse bringing in a
verdict of man slatightey in a ‘mlnor de-
gree, punishment for which was but o fow
years o prison.

A half dozen years after he was dis-
charged from phigon, ot the ‘completion
of hls sesteuce, Jackson murdercid another
white woinan who lived with him [n the
nliey. This time he was arrested by Ia.
trolman Ryan, who Is now hetlng sergeant
In the Elghtl Precluet. There wis zuch
a confllét of testimony when the negro was
put on trinl for this second offence that
e was acquitted. All that could be proved
agninst him was that two nights before the
bedy of thie woman was discovered In her
moms overlopking the alley, the couple
wereg hedrd sweapring and yelling at each
other, and that the man was beating 1he
woman was evldenced by what she gald.
As the melghbors did not see ot heay of
either of the palr for something llke forty
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The Dregs of Human Kind.
“The people who have sought
it out as a place in which to
make a home have always
been the dregs of human kind,
the most depraved, the most
vicious, tlie most brutal of their
race.
Always Darkness There.
“At night the place was in
cave-like darkness. Every ef-
fort that was made to keep
gas lamps burning in the alley
was frustrated by the denizens
of the place, who would cut
the pipes, smash the lamps,
or do anything to rid them-
selves of light, which would
interfere with the commission
of crime.
Worse Than Paris or London Stums

“1 have seen the shims of
Paris, both along the river and
along the line of the old forti-
fications at the outer side of
the heights of Mont Marte,
and T have been through the
wcrld-nmorio{_xs ‘Seven Dials’
and the foul-smelling White-
chapel district of London, but
nowhere did 1 see a spot where
so. much crime was concen-
trated.”

hours  they reported tho matter to the
pollee, qind swhen the door of the single
room whiell they occupied was hroken open
the bady of the woman was found,

Goorge  'oylor,  another negio loafer,
munlerpd a mnlatto woman whi Wwas st
pased to be his wife, an Sullivin stroct
just below the nliey, e comvorted with
the crowd of thuzs rnnd
Leadquarters  were Iu this hang-ont of
mtirderors. e beat hia victhn to death
with some bluiit lestrament, Thal was
abont (hirteen yeard neo. The Jiey hefore
whom he was tried did sot think It vight
to nut him 1o desth,

The lgst murder wlileh opeurred M the
nltey was. T think, that of Kboc Willinms,
who was killed by Samue! Smith Browsier.
Both the murderer anid the man whose Hie
wisg talien were nogroes,  Willlnns was
killed right Ly the areh, which forms onp
enil of the alley.

Those who are thoronehly well Informed

ATTACKS ON THE QUEEN.

Queea Victoria's Numerous Escapes from
Assassination Since Ascending
the Throne.

On June 22 Queen Vietorin, who lg how iy
her seventy-ninth year, will have rélgned
sixty yenrs. In dolpg this she has had to
surmonnt dangers which do not beset or-
dinary mortnls.

In spite of the Queen’s anvable amd Ic-
repronchable character and her nnvarying
and serupulons rezard for the Constitution
of her: country, ‘she hns been the sub-
ject of severnl attempts on Her life. They
tawve all falled entirely, but at lenst three
of them came near to daing harm. The
Queen showed considerable personal eour-
fage on thess ocansions.

The first atiempt was made by Bdward
Oxford, on June 10, 1840. He discharge:d
n plstol at Her Majesty when she was
going up Constitution HHL . The man was
‘quite mad, and after being captured was
sent to Bedlam and tfence to Dartmoor,
where, after thirty-five yenrs, he was trans-
ported to Australia, where he set up In
business as a house painter.

Nearly two yonrs loter, on May 30, 1842,
and nlmost In the snine place, John Francls
fired at the Queen. He was sentenced to
death for thls act, but was afterward re-.
prieved nnd was transported to Tasmanla.

The third attempt was made on July 3
by a deformed yonth named John Willlam
Rean, but his plstol missed fire, He was
imprisoned for elghteen months In New-
gate.

Again, In Mny, on the 18th, In the year
1840, and a third thine on Constitutlon HIill,
Willlam Hamilton fired at Her Majesty.
He, however, was only sentenced to tran-
sportation for seven venrs for thls act.

In the followlng year Lisutenant Pate
commitfed another outrage, but he had no
murderons infent. Just as Her Muojesty
was leaving Cambricge House Pate struck
her over the face with o cane, and, Uke
Hamliton, was gentenced to transportation
for geven yeers,

The Inst ocenslon on which aoybody at-
tempted to |njure Her Mafesty was two
days after the Thanksgiving for the recov-
ery of the Prince of Wiles, when a young

| man pamed Arthur O'Connor appronched

Her Majesty's carrlage In the coyriyard of
‘Boekingbam Palace dnd threntened the
Queen with a pistol. John Brown, who was
then Her Majesty's rlosest pereonal at.
tendant, sefzed the youth aud took the re-
 volver from
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abont the place and the persons who peo-
pled 1t are confident that more murders
than those whicl were discovered by the
police have peenrred there, Upward of a
pnndred cases of assanlt and robbery were
eliarged against the place in less thnn ten
yonrs, FFor n long time It was ab=alutely
unsnfe for o prosperous Ipgking mun to
walk by the place, even In broad dnyiiaht,
Blthér the women: loungers ahouf  there
would make every effort to lure
stranger fiito the afléy ov the minle NEgroes
wonld provoke a ‘quarrel with him so an
to rob him under the cover of the row,
Drunken men by the dozen wle bave
wnndered along the Jower end of Sullivan
and of Thompson streets, not knowing Just
| where they were going, were heaten and
robbed.

The recorldls of the preclnet stutlon house
show that semetiing like n doxen dend

derers’ paradise. The bodies were malnly
those of women. They bore bruiscs and
wonnds whleh inilleated clearly that fonl
motns had been used th remove’ them.
But there (was no one to Ident!fy these
wiywarl ercatares; Theg? had heen asway
from home and friends so long that their
existonce had been forgotfon by the fewy
persons who Jiad an  honest intercst In
them.

tullesmen evaded dolng patrol duty on
the post willeh eoversd this place, and
“Lightning Charley” MeDonald, who was
fm charge of the precinet for mnny years,
put none but his best fAghting men there.

After the  negroes began to leave the
alley some fiftesn yours agpe German rg-
plekers and bone gotherers located there,
nud the ploce was Enown as “‘Shinbone
Allez,” o eontrpdistinetion  to  “Bone
Alley™ over on tie Hast Bide. The Ger-
mitns wore In turd driven out by the Irisn.
Bur the pldee wis too fllthy for suel ie-
speetnble (énnnts, alid they retlred to glve
phiee to 0 revlsltatioh of the colopred éle-
| ment.

afler 15 neb over ten feet wide and Is o

ia the slitlteriog place for almost cigot

tuloves swhoss |
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bodies have been faken out of this mur- :

For the lust hulf dozen years the
fallnn elemoent lias been crowding in thepe
fideker and thicker, dnd now, although toe

(itte shors of a hundred. feet dn length, v

‘The Shelteting Flace of Over Eight H

hundred Doman Delpgs, Think of 1t! Move
men, women' gnd chlldeefy on two small
sized ¢ty lotes than are to be fonmil i
many # peaceful and prosperons Lamlet,

Th It oy wonder that it has Deon g nest
of erime for many years? Ahe people who
have somght I out w8 a place in which io
make a home have alwnys been the drogs
of Duman  Eimd, (de most Qepraved,

miglit commlt, he or she conid always find
somie other person there ns low and as de-
based who would provide shelter nnd aiil
in every way to evade the oflicers of the
aw.

At night the place was [h eave-llke dark-
ness. Every effort that wns made to keep
gus lamps burning In the alley was fros-
trated by the denizens of thie piace, who
wonuld ent the plpes, smashthe inmps or do
anything to rid themsdlves of light, wlleh
would Ibterferes with the cominission of
erime. T have seen the sluing of Parls
both nlong the river and aiong the line of
the old fortificatlons ot the cuter shle of
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most vielous, thie most bratal of thelr raee. |
I-.\'n mutter what erlme a tnn or woehah

undred Misetable Greatures, Mostly Griminals®

About 1o Be B/aﬂ,_

| the helglite of Montinrife snd T3
heen through the wiehl postrious *'Se
PHnls” amil the fonl smeliing SWhitechs
disteiet of Loodom, but nowlere did I}
R EHOL where s Il]]'li']l evle was «one
trnted as the resords show foar: “*‘Murd
et nllay”

The ploces iw and Lag lopg Leen a pu
hole, o fiee teagy, o orlidinnd=" poemdise,
rions efforts uve been wads Lo rémove
within the past decadt, bot the work he
Been p diTlenle one. The opinlag at SWatt
strvet throngh this fetwork of rookeried
will bhave as salutary onoelfect opon the
territory tributary to It as the cutting o
Worth stroet through the Five Points bag
nnon the nolsome distulor which it opened
upto fmprovement. Watts street, with it
rows. of oli-fashloned dwelling houses, L
¢lonn, bright and Inviting Crout the rivert
ecdge to where Lt ends, o few {cet from' the
wld  alley., Its purity will wash out the
filth, the erime, the dnmeless sins, nod Al
that Is Wbreible in the soon to bie forgottes
Murderers' nlley. ;

TIOMAS BYRNES, |
Ex-Superintendunt of  Pollces.
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